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vided direct contact between a representative of the NIH and members
of the Japanese committee with responsibility for reviewing the
guidelines. In August 1982, revised Japanese guidelines, largely com-
parable to the then current NIH Guidelines, were issued.

ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND
DEVELOPMENT (OECD)

Following a recommendation in an OECD report, "Biotechnology-
International Trends and Perspectives," the OECD Committee for
Scientific and Technological Policy requested OECD staff to undertake
a study on the problems of safety and regulations in biotechnology. The
purpose of the study is to provide governments with an analysis of the
safety problems that may arise from the developments of biotechnol-
ogy, especially in large-scale industrial applications, and of the implica-
tions these would have for regulatory and other government policies. As
a preliminary step in the preparation of the study, OECD staff prepared
a paper that attempted to identify the relevant problems at the different
levels of research, of industrial production, and of application in the
open environment.

The OECD held a meeting in December 1982 to discuss how such a
study should be conducted. A representative of NIH chaired the
meeting, the purpose of which was to assist OECD staff to review the
main issues related to safety and regulations, to identify particular risks
and/or problems related to research and production, and to suggest a
priority order of activities OECD should consider.

The Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy in June 1983
agreed to establish a group of government experts on safety and regula-
tions in biotechnology. The group is charged with reviewing country
positions as to the safety of genetically engineered organisms at the in-
dustrial, agricultural, and environmental levels against the background
of existing or planned legislation and regulations for the handling of
microorganisms.

In particular, the group is being asked to identify what criteria have
been or may be adopted for the monitoring or authorization for produc-
tion and use of genetically engineered organisms in industry, agricul-
ture, and the environment. It is being asked to explore possible ways and
means for monitoring future production and use of genetically engi-
neered organisms in industry, agriculture, and the environment.

The group, which held its first meeting in December 1983, is to com-
plete a report before June 1985. The United States, with the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency taking responsibility, has agreed to be responsible